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Gondar
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To NkévTap gival gia a1rd TIG WPAIOTEPES KAl ICTOPIKEG TTOAEIG
NG AlBloTTiag.

O1 TTpwTOI TTEPINYNTEG TO EiXaV XapaKTnpioel To KaueAoT Tng
A@pIKAG, 6AwG diKaiwg , dI16TI TrEPISIABAivOVTag TOV OOU
gutrvouoe £1IKkOveEG atrd 10TOPIKO BIBAIO | HECAIWVIKO
TTAPANUOI TTEPTTATWVTAG AVAUECH OTA ICTOPIKA
OUYKPOTHMATO ME KACTPO KAl TTAAATIO TTETPIVA , OE
Katatrpdaociva Aiadia.

‘Eva Béapa povadiko otnv AQpIKH.

To NkévTap OUWG EKTOG ATTO TIG OJOPPIES K TV I0TOPIA TOU
€ival n YEVETEIPA TOU TTPWTOU AUTOKpATOopa TnG AlBloTTiag
Oe6dwpovu Il TTou EvoTToincE KATA TNV XAOTIKN TTEPiIOdO TNG
a1810TTIKNG 1I0TOPIOG , TA dInPNMEVA KpaTidia TRV £TTOXA" TWV
mPIYKITTWV" Zemene Mesafint , "o€ éva eviaio kpdrog.

O autokpdTtopag Oe6dwpog Il yevvaiog oTpaTtnAdTng Kai
opapaTioTAS KUBépvnoe Tnv AlBioTria atrd To 1855 - 1868 k
denoe aveditTnAo To TTEPACA TOU OTNV ICTOPIA TNG XWPAG
TOU.

O Aadg Tov AdTpewe 600 Kavéva nyETN oTnV AIBIOTTIKNA 1I0TOpPIA
yld TNV YEVVAIOTNTA TOU.

2TnV paxn tng MaykvrdaAa évavTi Tou BPETAVIKOU OTPATOU,
BAETOvTOGg OTI XAVEI TOV TTOAEMO QUTOKTOVNOE YIO PNV TTECEI
AIXHAAWTOG OTA XEPIO TOUG.

Aitia Tou TToAéou auTtoU RATav éTav TRV avoign Tou 1868 n
Bacihiooa Tng AyyAiag BIKTOpI1a atTéppIYe TNV AiTON TOU
Oe6dwpou PETA aTrd avapovi) NEYAAng TTepiddou, va Tov
BonBnoel wg XpPIoTIAVIKA XWPa va TToOAEuRoel Toug ToOUpKOUGg
TTou gixav e§iIocAapioel TV yUpw TTEPIOXA.

OewWpPWVTAG TNV APVNON TG WG TTPOOROAR, AIXMOAWTIOE WG
S1aTTPaAYHATEUTIKO OTTAO TOUG ATTECTAAUEVOUG TNG
BaciAicoag.

H mé okoTtelvi) TTAgupd TG HAXNG AUTAG ATAV OTAV Ol
Bpetavoi pe 68.000 otpartd utrd Tov oTpatnyd Robert Napier,
TTOU XOPOKTNPIOTNKE O HEYOAUTEPOG OTPATOG TTOU
XPNoiJoTToInOnKe TToTé oTnNV AQPIKN atdé BpeTravoug,
emMITEONKAV OTO OXUPO TNG MaykvtaAa KaiyovTag oTnv didpa
TOUG TO XWpPI6 padl pe SUO EKKANCIEG K OTNV CUVEXEIA
AenAdTnoav KUPIOAEKTIKA TO TTAAGTI. ZUM@WVA E ICTOPIKOUG
TNG €MOXNG, XpeldoTnkav 15 eAépavteg K 200 pouAdpia yia va
META@EPOUV Ta KAOTTIMAiIa . MeTagu auTtwy utripgav 500 TraAid
oTavia Xeipoypaga, dU0 XpPUOEG KOPWVEG, OTAUPOI, AU@Ia ,
OI0KOTTOTNPO OE XPUOO apyupod Kal EIKOVIoHATA.

MApav & wg Ad@upa dU0 ToUPEeG atrd Ta HaAAId Tou
auTOKpaTopa Oed6dwpou Ta oTroia PUAayav HEXPI TTPOC AT
OTO TTOAEUIKO pouoeio Tou Aovdivou Ta eTTéoTpepayv, HETA
a1ré moAAd diafiuata, To 2019.

Ethiopia’s Amhara Region offers more than breathtaking
beauty... home to the Blue Nile Falls and Lake Tana, Ethio-
pia’s largest lake and the source of the Blue Nile , it also of-
fers the ‘unexpected’.... like GONDER, the former capital of
Ethiopia (1632 — 1855), known as ‘THE CAMELOT OF AFRI-
CA'’ with its 15th century stone castles built with their unique
architecture influenced by Portuguese, Moorish and Nubian
styles, and its interesting past.

When Christian Ethiopia was waging war against Islam, Por-
tugal decided to expand its empire to the East by sending
Jesuit missionaries as its ambassadors with instructions to
search out sources of wealth and create commerce. Their
travels also brought them to Ethiopia where, as they men-
tioned in their dispatches, they believed they had found the
legendary kingdom of their search. Their efforts to Latinize
the Ethiopian church, and the arrival of Portuguese soldiers
in the late 16th century, helped save Christianity in Ethiopia
but also helped the Portuguese nation to secure a footing
there and impose their influence for a century and a half be-
tween 1490-1633.

Between the thirteenth and seventeenth centuries, the rulers
of Ethiopia had lived in temporary encampments moving their
royal camps frequently from one place to another , until Fasil-
idas (reign 1625-1660) settled permanently in Gondar creat-
ing a city-fortress and established it as capital in 1636.. The
task of building this castle was given to the ‘Birtukan’, (a
name given to the Ethiopian-Portuguese descendants of the
Portuguese soldiers who had stayed and married Ethiopian
women) who were aided by Indian craftsmen from Goa. Com-
pleted at the beginning of 1640s Fasil Ghebbi — the palace of
Fasilidas, resembled European medieval castles thanks to its
massive towers and cranellated walls

Due to its strategic position along the trade routes of cara-
vans from Sudan and the Red Sea, Gondar grew and flour-
ished for the next 200 years with each of the five emperors
who followed after Fasilidas building more castles, until Te-
wodros Il, a ras who had been declared emperor,

moved his capital to Mekdela.
Today, Gondar remains one of the major cities of modern

Ethiopia and is a noted center of ecclesiastical learning of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church with its 44 churches.
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